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editorial

“Annecy and the Savoy 

Region are France’s repre-

sentatives in the race to 

host the 2018 Olympic and 

Paralympic Winter Games. 

This is a unique opportunity 

and an honour for everyone 

who has been working day 

after day to put the Anne-

cy 2018 bid together. Our 

dream is to serve sport and uphold the Olympic ideal with a 

project based on the heritage of the very first Winter Games in 

Chamonix in 1924, as well as the future of the mountains and 

winter sports. 

It is our ambition to organise exceptional Games that will leave 

a strong legacy for the local region and the Olympic family, 

benefiting youth and future generations. Beyond the wonderful 

challenge of entering the race to organise the Olympic and 

Paralympic Winter Games, our bid will be the mountains of 

tomorrow. We are responsible for the preservation of this 

wonderful natural landscape. The incalculable potential of this 

magnificent environment, which has helped our region become 

a world leader in winter sports tourism, gives us a duty to be 

innovative, responsible and successful.  

The Olympic Games are a tremendous catalyst for regional 

development, making it possible to achieve in just 10 years 

what would otherwise take 30. They are also a laboratory 

overflowing with ideas and initiatives – as we see here in 

Vancouver, where the VANOC has emphasised innovations 

in the areas of sustainable development and transport – and 

it is essential to take advantage of that.  Annecy 2018, it is 

our commitment, will endeavour to ensure that the Olympic 

Games contribute to profound changes in both the practice 

of winter sports and the mountains of tomorrow, through the 

construction of innovative infrastructures and facilities and 

the implementation of ambitious policies. This new model will 

be rooted in a strict insistence on sustainable development in 

economic, social and environmental terms. Annecy 2018 intends 

in particular to host a carbon neutral Games, prioritising, among 

other things, clean vehicles, energy-plus buildings and carbon 

compensation programs. The goal is also for this model to serve 

as an inspiration for mountainous regions far beyond French 

borders. 

As you will have no doubt grasped by now, Annecy 2018 promises 

to be an exceptional event, one that will unfold between the 

everlasting snows of Mont-Blanc and the clear waters of 

Europe’s purest lake, while offering the finest of shows for sport 

and the world as a whole!

We would like to take this early opportunity to congratulate the 

Vancouver 2010 organisers for their perfect organisation of the 

XXI Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games and invite you all to 

join us on the Rooftop of Europe in 2018! 

edgar GrOsPirON
Chief Executive Officer

Annecy 2018

From Chamonix 1924 to Annecy 2018, 
upholding the Olympic ideal
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Imagine the Winter Olympic Games held in 
a spectacular sporting environment flanked 
by the everlasting snows of the Mont-Blanc 
and the clear waters of the purest lake in 
Europe. That is the stunning natural vision 
proposed by Annecy 2018, France’s candidate 
to stage the Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games. Taking place in the heart of Savoy 
Mont-Blanc, the world’s leading winter sports 
destination, Annecy 2018 promises to stage a 
truly breathtaking event offering the finest of 
shows for sport and the world as a whole. With 
nearly 65 per cent of sporting infrastructures 
already in place, Annecy 2018 can guarantee 
an authentic, environmentally friendly, 
inexpensive Olympic experience.   

A superb project reflecting the Olympic ideal

Annecy and the Savoy Region are France’s representatives 
in the race to host the 2018 Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games. Designed for athletes and constructed by champions, 
the goal of the project is to uphold the Olympic ideal and 
promote its values on a lasting basis. Intent on staging the 
finest show for sport and the world as a whole, the Annecy 
2018 project aims to be remembered as the Games of sporting, 
financial and environmental excellence and is founded on four 
key principles.

Destination Annecy 2018, the bid for sporting, 
financial and environmental excellence

the 4 key principles of the Annecy 2018 bid 

n  enhancing performance by ensuring the comfort  
of all athletes.

n  A broad-ranging and innovative program of sustainable 
development for the local region.

n  A strong legacy for youth and the Olympic family. 

n  Contributing to the global profile of the Olympic  
and Paralympic Games.

Credit :  Marc Muller



the setting
Mont-Blanc, between the lake and the 
mountains, the natural choice for the 
Games… 

Mountains as far as the eye can see… The power, majesty and 
purity of the Alps… At the foot of the Mont-Blanc there lies 
an exceptional playground with guaranteed snow cover, in the 
heart of a region historically focused on sports and respect for 
nature. At the foot of the Alps and on the shores of the purest 
lake in Europe, the capital of the Haute-Savoie department 
is admired as the crossroads of a multitude of international, 
athletic, cultural, economic, technological and academic 
exchanges.

Modern, creative and dynamic, Annecy is a town with unique 
charm that has taken its place as a highly popular tourist 
destination. Every year, hundreds of thousands of visitors 
from around the world yield to the temptations of “The Venice 
of the Alps”.

It is a fabulous setting for two weeks of Olympic festivities 
that will be kicked off in an outdoor opening ceremony with 
50,000 lakeside spectators.

n  The Savoy Region is the leading winter sports destination 
in the world and has the largest fully-equipped ski area 
anywhere: 75,000 km of slopes and 110 of the most famous 
resorts on the planet.

n  The Haute-Savoie department, home of the first Winter 
Olympic Games (Chamonix, 1924).

Passionate about sports
A land of sports and champions

An extraordinary natural setting for competitive and leisure 
sports, both winter and summer disciplines, Annecy and the 
Savoy Region have sports in their genes. Here, sports are a 
way of life, a second nature.
A natural home to champions, the region has great expertise 
in organizing major international sporting, commercial and 
cultural events.

n  The Savoy Region, a natural home to champions: 50 Olympic 
medalists, 15 Olympic champions, 8 Paralympic champions.

n  The Haute-Savoie department has 1,300 athletic clubs and 
half of the population regularly takes part in some kind 
of sports activity. A regional network of 250,000 skilled 
volunteers ensures the success of major events.

n  Expertise in major international competitions: 60% of the 
World Cup events (Alpine, Nordic and Freestyle skiing) 
organized in France are held in Haute-Savoie. Many 
competitions are organized in summer disciplines: Mountain 
Bike World Championships, European Athletics Cup, Evian 
Masters Golf Tournament, the Tour de France bicycle race, 
etc.

the assets of an exceptional bid

n  World’s leading winter sports destination

n  An exceptional natural setting, between europe’s  
purest lake and the Mont-Blanc

n  the expertise that comes with having staged major 
sporting events

n  World leader in winter tourism accommodation 
capacity, with more than a million beds

n  100 per cent of transport infrastructures already  
in place
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Accommodation
A world-class welcome

At the heart of the leading worldwide winter sport destination, 
Annecy and the Haute-Savoie department welcome hundreds 
of thousands of visitors each year and already have most 
of the infrastructures and facilities needed to organize the 
Games: transportation networks, accommodation capacities, 
restaurants, etc.

n  The Savoy Region has the largest winter tourist  accom-
modation capacity in the world, with more than one million 
beds in all categories.

n  A mountain land full of warmth and authenticity, Haute-
Savoie is a renowned center of French cuisine where 
refinement and hospitality always go hand in hand.

n  More than 100 different nationalities visit Chamonix each 
year.

n  With 58.6 million days of skiing last season, France has 
become the top ski destination in the world. According to the 
French National Lifts Syndicate (SNTF), France is in the lead 
in front of the United-States (57.4 million days) and Austria 
(56.9 million days). 

transport
safe, easy access to all sites

Each Olympic site will be accessible by at least 2 or 3 different 
itineraries.

n  4 airports nearby, including 2 international airports:  
The Franco-Swiss Geneva Cointrin Airport (leading  
winter sports airport in the world, 25 minutes from Annecy) 
and Lyon/Saint-Exupéry (80 minutes from Annecy). 

n  2 TGV high-speed train access lines (North/South)

n  4 motorway accesses (200 km of motorways) and 3,000 km of 
national highways for smooth travel throughout the region. 

n  100% of transportation infrastructures needed for the 
Games already exist.

Local enthusiasm
immense popular fervor

From the lakeshores of Annecy to the Italian and Swiss borders, 
from the Mont-Blanc to the Aravis Range, the entire region is 
enthusiastic about this bid and committed to the Olympic 
ideal. A poll carried out for the French Olympic Committee in 
January 2009 on a sampling of 600 Haute-Savoie residents 
showed that 81.5 % of them were in favor of the bid. Support 
among people under the age of 25 was 100 %.

This popular enthusiasm has progressively spread across 
France, with the flame being taken up by a growing number of 
major political, economic and cultural personalities who are 
committed to the bid.

March 18th, 2009, Annecy is designated by  
the French Olympic authorities to be their 
candidate for the 2018 Winter Games.
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ANNeCY

Le GrAND 
BOrNAND

CHAMONiX 
MONt-BLANC

sAiNt 
GerVAis

MOrZiNe / AVOriAZ

FLAiNe

LA CLUsAZ

MeGÈVe Les 
HOUCHes

MONt-BLANC 
CLUster

ANNeCY CLUster

LA PLAGNe

Figure Skating 
ANNECY-LE-VIEUX

Short-Track
ANNECY-LE-VIEUX

 
Speed Skating 
SEYNOD 

Ski Jumping 
LA CLUSAZ

 
Nordic Combinate 
LA CLUSAZ

Cross-Country Skiing
LA CLUSAZ

 
Olympic Village 
PRINGY

Annecy Cluster

Biathlon 
LE GRAND-BORNAND

 
Snowboarding 
FLAINE 

Alpine Skiing Men 
LES HOUCHES / SAINT GERVAIS 

Alpine Skiing Women 
MORZINE / AVORIAZ

Curling
MEGEVE 

Ice Hockey Women 
CHAMONIX-MONT-BLANC 

Ice Hockey Men 
SAINT GERVAIS  

 
Olympic Village 
MONT-BLANC PLAINE

Freestyle Skiing 
MEGEVE 

Mont-Blanc Cluster

 
Mountain Press Center 
MONT-BLANC PLAINE

La Plagne

Bobsleigh

Luge 

Skeleton 
 

Main Press Center 
EPAGNY / METZ-TESSY

Olympic games
the best sites for each event

Chamonix, Megève, Morzine, Les Houches, Saint-Gervais, 
Flaine, La Clusaz, Le Grand-Bornand, La Plagne… names that 
are the very essence of winter sports. These world-famous sites 
ensure technical excellence and exceptional competitions for 
the athletes.

Events will be organized around two centers
located a short distance from each other: 
Annecy and Mont-Blanc, each equipped with 
a large Olympic village. The entire structure  
is compact and, for the most part, each site is 
less than 30 minutes from an Olympic village 
and a train station.

the Olympic and Paralympic sites

65% of the competition sites needed for the Games  
already exist and are approved for World Cup events  
which is another environmental protection guarantee.



ANNeCY

Le GrAND 
BOrNAND

LA CLUsAZ

ANNeCY CLUster

Ice Sledge Hockey 
ANNECY-LE-VIEUX

Cross-Country Skiing
LA CLUSAZ

Alpine Skiing  
LA CLUSAZ

Biathlon 
LE GRAND-BORNAND

Wheelchair Curling
ANNECY 

Olympic Village 
PRINGY

Main Press Center 
EPAGNY / METZ-TESSY

Paralympic games
Maximum comfort and performances 

The first Disabled Alpine Skiing World Championships were 
held in Haute-Savoie in 1974. Since then, the region has 
undertaken many actions to improve competitive and leisure 
sports possibilities for people with disabilities. 

As for the Olympic events, the Paralympic Games sites have 
been selected to ensure the highest level of comfort and 
performances for the athletes. The sites are based in Annecy 
for ice sports and in the nearby Aravis Range for snow sports.



the Candidature Committee

Annecy 2018 ready to go: Operations team 
includes an Olympic champion and a team of 
sports stars

Friday, January 29th, 2010. The Annecy 2018 Bid Committee put 
the finishing touches to its organisational structure. Headed by 
Edgar Grospiron, an Olympic gold medal winner at Albertville 
in 1992, a team of great champions are set to take up their 
roles in promoting the bid and steering it to success. Jean-
Pierre Vidal, Florence Masnada, Gwendal Peizerat, Perrine 
Pelen, Philippe Bozon, Bernard Demeyrier and Aimé Jacquet 
are all bringing their knowhow to the bid’s team of experts, 
technicians and specialists. The team features several elite 
sportsmen and women, who are already working hard in 
support of the Annecy 2018 project, assisted by high-quality 
specialist service providers.

Governance and finance

The governance of the Annecy 2018 bid involves the close 
association of public bodies (the City of Annecy, the 
Departmental Council of Haute-Savoie, the central government, 
the Rhône-Alpes Region), the French National Olympic and 
Sporting Committee (CNOSF) and numerous athletes. Sporting 
champions will be carrying out the majority of the promotional 
work and operational management of Annecy 2018 through 
their direct involvement in the Candidature Committee, which 
is headed up by former Olympic champion Edgar Grospiron. 
The bid’s budget stands at €15M for the two years of 
competition, with two thirds of the finance being provided by 
public bodies (City, Departmental Council, Region and State) 
and the remaining third by private partners. 

A candidature for sportsmen and led by 
champions

In keeping with the Olympic spirit, the bid has been built 
around athletes from the very beginning. At the start of 2010, 
the board of the Annecy 2018 Association decided to take a 
step further in the organisation of the bid, the aim being to 
prepare the ground for the international promotional activities 
that get under way this July. This phase, which will be directed 
by Christian Monteil, President of the Haute-Savoie General 
Council and Chairman of the Annecy 2018 Supervisory Board, 
has led to the proposal of a new organisational structure: 

n  A monitoring committee led by Christian Monteil in 
association with Denis Masseglia, the President of 
the French Olympic and Sporting Committee (CNOSF);  
Jean-Luc Rigaut, the Mayor of Annecy; a representative 
of the Rhône-Alpes Region; and a French government 
representative.

n  An operational management team, headed by the Olympic 
champion and bid CEO Edgar Grospiron, and including a 
number of sporting champions, experts and technicians, 
directly involved in the task of taking the project forward.

Jean-Luc rigaut
Mayor of Annecy
Co-Chairman of 
Annecy 2018
Former Canoeing World 
Champion

Christian Monteil 
President of the Haute-
Savoie General Council
Chairman of the Annecy 
2018 Supervisory Board

Denis Masseglia
President of the French 
Olympic Committee
Co-Chairman  
of Annecy 2018
Former International Rower

sandrine Bailly
Biathlon World Champion 
(2003)

Denis Barbet
Paralympic Slalom Champion 
(2002)

Perrine Pelen
Olympic Slalom Medalist 
(1980 / 1984)

Jean-Pierre Vidal
Olympic Slalom Champion 
(2002)

Gwendal Peizerat
Olympic Figure Skating 
Champion (2002)

Aimé Jacquet
Former coach of the 
French National Soccer 
Team, World Champions 
(1998)

Florence Masnada
Olympic Medalist 
(Combined 92 /  
Downhill 98)

Antoine Dénériaz
Olympic Downhill 
Champion (2006) 

Philippe Bozon
Ice Hockey Champion

Credit :  Marc Muller



An Olympic champion at the heart of 
the Annecy 2018 bid

Boasting one of the finest records in French sport,  
Edgar Grospiron is a former freestyle ski champion  
who specialised in moguls. Born on March 17th, 1969 
in Lélex in the Jura mountains, he first skied at just 
18 months of age, dreaming of “becoming the best 
skier in the world”.
In 1992, he became the first ever Olympic champion 
in his discipline at Albertville, having picked up a 
bronze medal at the Calgary Games in 1988 when 
the discipline was still a demonstration sport. 
A world champion on three occasions (1989, 1991 
and 1995), Edgar retired from sport at the age of 26 
in 1995, with 38 wins in individual World Cup events. 
Enriched by his past as an athlete who experienced 
the highs of Olympic gold and the lows of injury before 
working his way back to the top, Edgar Grospiron 
trained with the best management specialists in 
Europe and the United States to become a human 
resources consultant. He was decorated with the 
medal of a Knight of the French Legion of Honour 
by former Olympic gold medallist Jean-Claude 
Killy in 1996 and, since 2008, has been one of the 
key ambassadors for Annecy 2018, recently being 
appointed by the Candidature Committee to lead 
the operational management team and steer the 
project to success in Durban in July 2011.  

sHOrt BiOGrAPHY

sPOrtiNG HONOUrs: 
First moguls Olympic champion and three-time world 
champion

Winter Olympic Games 
n  Bronze medal in moguls (as demonstration sport)  

at the Olympic Games in Calgary in 1988
n  Gold medal in moguls at the Olympic Games  

in Albertville in 1992
n  Bronze medal in moguls at the Olympic Games  

in Lillehammer in 1994

Freestyle World Championships 
n  Gold medal in moguls at the World Championships  

in Oberjoch in 1989
n  Gold medal in moguls at the World Championships  

in Lake Placid in 1991
n  Gold medal in moguls at the World Championships  

at La Clusaz in 1995

Freestyle World Cup
n  Four-time winner in moguls standings: 1990, 1991,  

1992 and 1994
n  38 wins in World Cup events 

sUBseqUeNt CAreer: 
n  Consultant in human resources management

edgar Grospiron
Chief Exectutive Officer 

Annecy 2018
Olympic Mogul Skiing  

Champion (1992)
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Marketing partners

the goal of the marketing strategy for partners

The Annecy 2018 Candidature Committee has implemented 
an innovative marketing strategy that links the local region 
and the French Olympic team. The role of partners is to help 
the bid shine by bringing their specialised expertise to bear 
in evaluating the Candidature File (transport, accommodation 
and telecommunications) and to contribute to promoting 
the bid by mobilising their employees, creating tailored 
communications programmes and helping spread the word via 
products and the media. This bid represents an exceptional 
opportunity for businesses, in terms of image, visibility and 
the promotion of their expertise, and there will be numerous 
chances to promote bid partners.

The Games in Vancouver will mark the start of a process 
that features a succession of stages which offer businesses 
rewards to match their financial commitment:

n  the advantages that come from being trailblazers involved 
right from the start in an extraordinary adventure. 

n  building links with the general public through the involvement 
of the people in a national cause. 

n  the statutory benefits tied with being involved in the 
mobilisation of economic forces and industry flagships. 

n  an international image due to the dynamic impact on the 
reputation of partners abroad. 

n  a winning image that all partners will enjoy after having 
contributed directly to the final result.

n  association with the values and the Olympic universe.

Lastly, the partnership program offers a further opportunity 
to promote the involvement of the regional economy. Indeed, 
it provides small and medium sized companies the chance 
to contribute to a development project in their local region. 
In the majority of cases, bid partners are frontline economic 
and social entities operating on a national scale, with strong 
regional ties, who are willing to make a significant commitment 
for the future and who have two major preoccupations in 
common: firstly, they want to turn their contribution to the 
local region into a business project for years to come and, 
secondly, they wish to add their weight to the desire to leave a 
legacy for the nation and winter sports in the 21st century.   

In exchange for that commitment, the twenty or so ‘Official 
partners’ and ‘supporters’ will be fully associated with 
the communication strategy of the bid team and will be 
present at all the major events in the bidding process.  
They will also be able to communicate their partnership role 
through the use of a logo and a seal of approval in their own 
marketing material. In addition, a partners club will make 
it possible, especially on a local level, to coordinate all the 
businesses in the region keen to support the bid.



the principal stages in the candidature process

three official candidate cities

On October 15th, 2009, 3 cities were officially nominated by 
their respective National Olympic Committees (NOCs) as 
candidates to host the XXIII Winter Olympic Games and XII 
Winter Paralympic Games in 2018: Munich (Germany), Annecy 
(France) and PyeongChang (South Korea)*. 
The candidate cities have now begun the first of the two 
phases of the candidature process, which concludes with the 
announcement in Durban in July 2011 of the voting results for 
the host city of the 2018 Winter Olympic Games.

Phase 1, known as the candidate acceptance procedure.
Involves a thorough review by the IOC of each city’s potential 
to organise the 2018 Olympic Winter Games. 
Cities will be asked to reply to a questionnaire. Their answers 
will be studied by the IOC in order to help the IOC Executive 
Board select the cities that will become candidate cities and 
therefore move on to Phase II.

During Phase 2, known as the candidature procedure. 
Candidate cities will be requested to submit their Candidature 
File, that is to say an in-depth description of their Olympic 
project, and prepare for a technical analysis by the experts in 
the IOC Evaluation Commission. The Evaluation Commission 
will make a detailed technical assessment of each candidature 
and provide IOC members with a report at the latest one month 
before the election of the host city on July 6th, 2011. This report 
will also be made public. 

Information relating to the candidate acceptance procedure, 
including the rules governing the procedure and the 
questionnaire the candidate cities must complete before 
March 15th, 2010, can be found by visiting www.olympic.org.

*  The cities are listed in the order they were drawn at the official draw 
carried out by the Executive Board of the IOC. This order will be used until 
the naming of the host city for the 2018 Winter Olympic Games.

 

Off to Vancouver 2010

Invited by the IOC, a bid delegation will attend  
the Vancouver Winter Olympic Games and take part  
in an observer’s program for future Host Cities and 
Applicant Cities. This visit program is a wonderful 
opportunity for the bid team to witness the behind- 
the-scenes organization of the Games, to gain feedback 
from the Vancouver 2010 organisers and to use their 
privileged vantage point to enhance the bid book.

On their return from the Vancouver Games, the city of 
Annecy and the Haute-Savoie will celebrate the return 
of the country’s medal winners on a special day of 
celebration to be held on Tuesday March 2nd in Annecy.

Candidature timetable

March 18th, 2009 
The French National Olympic and Sporting Committee 
selects Annecy as its candidature to host the 2018  
Olympic Winter Games.

July 31st, 2009 
Official launch of the Candidature Procedure.  
All NOCs are invited to submit the name of their  
Applicant City.

October 15th, 2009 
Deadline for submitting the Applicant City’s name.

December 2nd to 5th, 2009
IOC Information Seminar for Applicant Cities - Lausanne

February 12th to 28th, 2010
Observer’s program - Vancouver 2010

March 15th, 2010 
Deadline for submitting Applicant City Candidature File

Late June 2010
Meeting of the IOC Executive Board to select  
the candidate cities to host the 2018 Olympic Winter Games

september 2010
Information session for candidate cities

January 11th, 2011
Submission of candidature files

Mid February/March 2011
Visit of the IOC Evaluation Commission

June 2011
Publication of IOC Evaluation Commission report  
(one month before election)

July 6th, 2011
IOC Session for the election of the Host City of the 2018 
Olympic Winter Games and 2018  
Paralympic Winter Games


